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and febrifuges, such as the "bark of the Margosa tree and of
Oedrela, the chiretta herb, and others; the fruit of the bael
tree, the cultivation of which the Government of British
India have of late sought to encourage and extend, is a
specific in cases of obstinate diarrhoea and dysentery; hydro-
cotyle has obtained considerable repute as a remedy for
leprosy; the milk of the papaw is a useful vermifuge, and
the root of Plumlayo rosea a sharp and speedy blister. The
thorn-apple, bryony, croton, dill, nux vomica, catechu, senna,
and the Indian jalap, ipecacuanha, liquorice, sarsaparilla,
squill, and galls have already been recognised and introduced
into European practice.

The commercial and economic value of many of the native
vegetable products is already considerable; and might, if
thoroughly developed, be largely augmented. Several
valuable timber trees are plentiful. At the head of these
stands the strong, fine, durable Teak, which flourishes best in
the mountains, large quantities of which are annually cut for
sale and exportation. In the Trevandrum museum a slab of
teak is preserved measuring eight feet in length by above
four feet in breadth, and perfectly sound throughout. Jack
wood is much used as a furniture wood, but is somewhat
brittle. When polished, it is very beautiful, and darkens
with age, so as to resemble mahogany. Black-wood is the
timber of a Dalbergia, not unlike rosewood in appearance. It
is in great request for furniture, but is becoming much more
scarce and high-priced than formerly. Cedar wood is very
light and strong. Ebony is rare, and not equal to the Ceylon
article. Anjely wood (Artomrpm liirsutus) is strong,
durable, and easily worked, and is particularly useful in
house and ship building. Canoes are often hollowed out of
the great trunks of the anjely. The wood of Thespesia is
fine-grained and dark, and looks well in small articles of
furniture. There are also the woods of Terminalia, Bassia,